16    STORIES  THAT WORDS TELL US.

When the English at length settled themselves in
North America they took many words from the
native Indians, such as tomahawk, moccasin, and
hickory.

In England and in Europe generally history shows
us that there were a great many changes in the
fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. This new love
for adventure, which gave us so many new words,
was one sign of the times. Then there were changes
in manners, in religion, and in the way people
thought about things. People had quite a new idea
of the world. They now knew that, instead of
being the centre of the universe, the earth was but
one of many worlds whirling through space.

The minds of men became more lively. They
began to criticize all sorts of things which they had
believed in and reverenced before. During the
Middle Ages many things which the Romans and
Greeks had loved had been forgotten and despised;
but now there was a sudden new enthusiasm for
the beautiful statues and fine writings of the an-
cient Greeks and Romans. It was not long before
this new great change got a name. It was called
the Renaissance, or " New Birth/' because so many
old and forgotten things seemed to come to life
again, and it looked as though men had been bom
again into a new time.

One of the chief results of the Renaissance was
a change in religion. The Protestants declared that
they had reformed or changed religion for the
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